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she was a very solid supreme court jus-
tice. 

Is she conservative? You better be-
lieve it. The last time I checked, that 
is not a disqualifier. As a matter of 
fact, I think that is exactly what the 
country needs right now. We need Fed-
eral judges who will interpret the law 
and not make it. The Federal judiciary 
has lost its way on many occasions. 
She will be part of the solution, not the 
problem. 

For 25 years she has been a public 
servant. She has worked for the legal 
assistance folks in California doing 
things for people who are less fortu-
nate. She has been an outstanding ju-
rist. She is a smart lady. She grad-
uated near the top of her class and has 
given back more than she has taken. 

The road from Greenville, AL, to the 
Supreme Court of California now leads 
to the Federal bench. We all should be 
proud of the fact that someone like 
this has done so much for so many peo-
ple. Instead of picking apart every 
word she said, we should celebrate her 
success because come tomorrow, she 
will be a Federal judge. The country 
will be better off for it. We will be a 
stronger nation having someone like 
her on the Federal bench. 

I am very proud of what she has ac-
complished as a person. I am very sup-
portive of her judicial tenure, her judi-
cial reasoning. She will bring out the 
best in our Nation’s legal system. 

One final thought: Politicians live in 
a world of 50 plus 1. We think of the 
most awful things we can say about 
each other just to get these jobs and to 
hold on to them sometimes. More and 
more people are turned off by politics 
because it is 24/7, running each other 
down. I wish we could stop. 

Let me tell you about the present 
Presiding Officer. He has the perfect 
demeanor, as far as I am concerned, 
about a political figure. The Presiding 
Officer has had many jobs, and he has 
carried himself well. But we are adrift 
in politics. We are trying to find who is 
the least bad among us. By the time we 

get through with each other, nobody 
wants to vote for anybody. That needs 
to be corrected. At least we volunteer 
for this. We go in it with our eyes wide 
open. If we continue to do to judges 
what we have embarked on for the last 
15 or 20 years, we will do great damage 
to the judiciary. 

This lady has been called a Nean-
derthal. She has been called some 
names you would not call your polit-
ical opponent. There is a lot that has 
been said about Janice Rogers Brown 
that is over the top and is unfair. But 
she stuck it out and she will have her 
vote and she will win. 

Let me state to all my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, whatever our 
Democrat friends have done, we are ca-
pable of doing the same on our side. If 
we do not slow down, take a deep 
breath and reassess what we are doing 
to judicial nominees, we will destroy 
the independence of the judiciary be-
cause it has become another form. If 
you have ever had a thought in your 
life and you have expressed it, it will 
be used against you in a political fash-
ion, not a qualification fashion. 

I hope we will learn from the past 15 
or 20 years and declare a cease-fire on 
the judiciary. If you do not like people, 
vote against them. If they have bad 
character or bad ethics, bring it up and 
we will come together and deal with 
that. I hope we will stop declaring war 
on these people in such a personal fash-
ion because the downside of this is 
good men and women of the future who 
would want to be judges are going to 
take a pass. Who in their right mind in 
the future is going to put their family 
and themselves through what these 
nominees have gone through? They do 
not have to. They have decided not to 
get in the political arena. They decided 
to devote themselves to the rule of law. 

The difference between my business 
and the courtroom is the difference be-
tween very loud and very quiet. Pack 
your political agenda at the courthouse 
door, at the courthouse steps. The 
courtroom is a quiet place where you 

are judged based on what you do, not 
who you are. You do not have to pay in 
the American legal system because you 
have a big wallet. In the American po-
litical system, we hit the rich pretty 
routinely. In the American political 
system, the unpopular have zero 
chance because they do not poll well. 

In a courtroom, we do not take any 
polls. We look at what you do, not 
where you came from, and we let your 
peers, the citizens of the community, 
decide your fate, with somebody pre-
siding over the trial with no ax to 
grind. What a marvelous system. 

The jury is not special interest 
groups. They are not out raising 
money. They do not get rewarded or 
punished. They leave when the case is 
over, and they get a few dollars for 
their time. And do you know what. It 
works marvelously well. And that per-
son in a black robe is nobody’s cam-
paign manager. They are there to call 
the balls and the strikes. This has 
worked well for 214 years. And if we do 
not watch it, we are going to ruin it. 

Hopefully, over the next coming 
weeks, we can get back to the tradi-
tions of the Senate, treat people with 
the courtesy they deserve, and if you 
do not think they will be a good judge, 
vote against them. I think that is your 
obligation. The name-calling needs to 
stop. 

So come tomorrow, at 5 o’clock, Jan-
ice Rogers Brown is going to continue 
her journey from Greenville, AL, and 
she is going to wear the robe of a Fed-
eral court judge. I think that is some-
thing we all should celebrate. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands in adjournment until 9:30 
a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 5:20 p.m., 
adjourned until Wednesday, June 8, 
2005, at 9:30 a.m. 
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